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Urban Renewal 
Nehemiah 11:1-36 

Introduction 
 
Three groups 
1  Now the leaders of the people settled in Jerusalem, and the rest of the people cast lots to bring one out 
of every ten to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while the remaining nine were to stay in their own towns. 
 
These were the civil servants 
It was a kind of forced conscription.   
Those who volunteered. 
They do things for free.   
They do their work out of internal passion.  
They are usually nameless.   
A church cannot minister effectively without them.   
“The measure of a man is not how many servants he has, but how many men he serves.”  
 
There Were Four Groups Volunteering to Rebuild:  Vs. 2 
 
1.  Those willing to serve the spiritual needs of the people.  Vss. 10 – 14 
10  From the priests: Jedaiah; the son of Joiarib; Jakin;  11  Seraiah son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, 
the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, supervisor in the house of God, 12  and their 
associates, who carried on work for the temple-- 822 men;  
 
2. Those willing to serve in labor.  Vss. 11:15 – 16, 12:25 
15  From the Levites: Shemaiah son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, the son of 
Bunni;  16  Shabbethai and Jozabad, two of the heads of the Levites, who had charge of the outside work 
of the house of God; 
25  Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Talmon and Akkub were gatekeepers who guarded the 
storerooms at the gates. 
 
3. Those called to spiritual intercession.  Vs. 17a 
17  Mattaniah son of Mica, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, the director who led in thanksgiving and 
prayer;  
 
4. Those called to leading worship.  Vs. 11:22, 12:8, 24 
11:22  The chief officer of the Levites in Jerusalem was Uzzi son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son 
of Mattaniah, the son of Mica. Uzzi was one of Asaph's descendants, who were the singers responsible 
for the service of the house of God. 
12:8  The Levites were Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and also Mattaniah, who, together 
with his associates, was in charge of the songs of thanksgiving. 
12:24  And the leaders of the Levites were Hashabiah, Sherebiah, Jeshua son of Kadmiel, and their 
associates, who stood opposite them to give praise and thanksgiving, one section responding to the 
other, as prescribed by David the man of God. 
 
Conclusion 
How can God uniquely use you in our church. 
Heb 6:10  God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have 
helped his people and continue to help them. 


