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1  On the twenty-fourth day of the same 
month, the Israelites gathered together, 
fasting and wearing sackcloth and having 
dust on their heads. 2  Those of Israelite 
descent had separated themselves from all 
foreigners. They stood in their places and 
confessed their sins and the wickedness of 
their fathers. 3  They stood where they 
were and read from the Book of the Law 
of the LORD their God for a quarter of the 
day, and spent another quarter in 
confession and in worshiping the LORD 
their God.



38:  "In view of all this [a reference to 
their past waywardness], we are 
making a binding agreement, putting 
it in writing, and our leaders, our 
Levites and our priests are affixing 
their seals to it."



Introduction

In being a promise breaker, we make ourselves 
out to be liars. 



"The rest of the people-- priests, Levites, 
gatekeepers, singers, temple servants and 
all who separated themselves from the 
neighboring peoples for the sake of the Law 
of God, together with their wives and all 
their sons and daughters who are able to 
understand—29 all these now join their 
brothers the nobles, and bind themselves 
with a curse and an oath to follow the Law 
of God given through Moses the servant of 
God and to obey carefully all the 
commands, regulations and decrees of the 
LORD our Lord.



Two distinct characteristics:

They were committed to separating themselves 
from the worldly lifestyle.  

They had a clear understanding of what they 
were doing. 



Putting your commitment in writing: 



1)  A commitment to a godly home. Vs. 
30

30 "We promise not to give our daughters in 
marriage to the peoples around us or take 
their daughters for our sons.



2)  A commitment to integrity.Vs. 31

31 "When the neighboring peoples bring 
merchandise or grain to sell on the Sabbath, 
we will not buy from them on the Sabbath 
or on any holy day. Every seventh year we 
will forgo working the land and will cancel 
all debts.



2)  A commitment to integrity. Vs. 31

We need to be careful about keeping the Lord’s 
day as a time for rest and worship.  

Integrity is who you are and what you do when 
no one is looking.



A commitment to God’s work.  Vss. 32 
– 39



We are called to give financially.
Vss. 33 - 34

32  "We assume the responsibility for carrying out the 
commands to give a third of a shekel each year for the 
service of the house of our God:  33  for the bread set 
out on the table; for the regular grain offerings and 
burnt offerings; for the offerings on the Sabbaths, New 
Moon festivals and appointed feasts; for the holy 
offerings; for sin offerings to make atonement for 
Israel; and for all the duties of the house of our God.



We are called to give financially.
Vss. 33 - 34

Jesus said, “You cannot serve two masters, for 
either you will hate one and love the other, 
or hold to one, but despise the other.  You 
can’t love, worship, serve, both God and 
money.”  Matt 6:24 



We are called to give through service.
Vs. 34

34 "We-- the priests, the Levites and the people--
have cast lots to determine when each of our 
families is to bring to the house of our God at set 
times each year a contribution of wood to burn 
on the altar of the LORD our God, as it is written 
in the Law.



We are called to give our best. Vss. 35 
- 37 

35  "We also assume responsibility for bringing to the house of the 
LORD each year the firstfruits of our crops and of every fruit tree.  
36  "As it is also written in the Law, we will bring the firstborn of 
our sons and of our cattle, of our herds and of our flocks to the 
house of our God, to the priests ministering there.  37  "Moreover, 
we will bring to the storerooms of the house of our God, to the 
priests, the first of our ground meal, of our [grain] offerings, of 
the fruit of all our trees and of our new wine and oil. And we will 
bring a tithe of our crops to the Levites, for it is the Levites who 
collect the tithes in all the towns where we work.



Pastors are called to sacrifice as well.

38  A priest descended from Aaron is to 
accompany the Levites when they receive 
the tithes, and the Levites are to bring a 
tenth of the tithes up to the house of our 
God, to the storerooms of the treasury.



The final principle "We will not neglect the house 
of our God."



Two levels:
1. Ministry, the church.
2. Ourselves 1 Cor. 6:19-20 
19  Do you not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own;  20  
you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God 
with your body.



We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit

of Happiness.

John Hancock



I Resolve to. . .


